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closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1, 453 O.G. 213. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 
Claim 42 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to comply with the 
written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which was not described 
in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to one skilled in the relevant art that 
the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, had possession of the claimed invention. 

The specification does not describe a "READ ONLY" status or that it is determined for 
every user account whether the individual elements of the user interface have a status "READ 
ONLY" or not. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 27-34, 37, 38, 39, 41, and 43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Oishi et al. (JP 2002-152446). 

Oishi et al. disclose an operating unit for an electrophotographic printing or copying 
system, including a display part (15) or graphical user interface with at least one of input and 
output fields with help of which an operation of the electrophotographic printing or copying 
system occurs. 

A menu is displayed based on menu display retrieved for that user according to the 
identified user, and permits the user to use only the functions included in the displayed menu 
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(abstract, lines 7-9). This reads on a user account selectable from at least two preset user 
accounts and upon establishing or configuring a user account, input or output fields that can be 
displayed with the help of the user interface are activated or deactivated. Accordingly, with the 
help of the user accounts, different access rights to operating functions of the printing or copying 
system are obtained. 

This is done for all users, that is, the fields are preset and assigned to every user account. 
See [0006]. 

Regarding claim 28, the procedure which displays a menu on a display means based on 
the menu discernment data for the users searched from the menu indicative data by the user name 
of the user who discriminated from the procedure of identifying the user of the image formation 
system (translation, paragraph [0038]), which reads on the setting concerns at least one of 
display, write authorization, language, activation, deactivation, and display manner of the at least 
one input and output field. 

Regarding claims 29 and 30, figure 2 shows at least one of a name of a currently set user 
account and a name of a user associated with the user account is displayed in a section of the 
graphical user interface, wherein a name of a user is associated with at least one user account, 
whereby the selection of the user account occurs with aid of the user name. 

Regarding claim 31, operating personnel at least one of inputs and selects the user name, 
whereby the operating personnel receives access to operating elements of the graphical user 
interface. See translation, paragraph [0019]. 

Regarding claims 32 and 33, the user must enter a password, as shown in figure 2, which 
reads on the user account is selectable after checking an authentication code. 



Application/Control Number: 10/692,248 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2852 

Regarding claim 34, more suitable management can be performed as each user receives 
function authorization (translation, paragraph [0040]), which reads on a preset authorization 
level is associated with the user account. 

Regarding claim 37, figure 2 shows at least graphical function keys. 

Regarding claims 38, 39, 41 and 43 the apparatus above also reads on a method of 
operating an electrophotographic printing or copying system. 

Claims 27-41 and 43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Katsuta 
(JP 06-130766). 

Katsuta discloses an operating unit for an electrophotographic printing or copying 
system, including a graphical user interface shown in figure 5 with at least one of input and 
output fields with help of which an operation of the electrophotographic printing or copying 
system occurs. 

A desired function is previously selected according to the level of the user (abstract, lines 
4-5), which reads on a user account selectable from at least two preset user accounts and a setting 
of at least one of the input and output fields of the graphical user interface is adjusted for at least 
one user account. 

Figure 2 shows how upon establishing or configuring a user account, possible input or 
output fields that can be displayed with the help of the user interface are activated or deactivated. 
This allows different access rights to operating functions of the printing or copying system to be 
obtained. 
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Regarding claim 28, 30, 32, 33 and 34, the level of the user decides what functions are 
available and the unavailable functions are shown shaded out in figure 5, which reads on the 
setting concerns display, and depending on the authorization level associated with the user 
account, at least one of display fields and input fields are deactivated an shown in a low-contrast 
color. A user can be recognized from an inputted password (abstract, lines 6-9), which reads on a 
user name is associated with a preset user account type to generate a user account, whereby a 
preset authorization level is associated with the user account. 

Regarding claims 29 and 3 1 , figure 8 shows at least one of a name of a currently set user 
account and a name of a user associated with the user account is displayed in a section of the 
graphical user interface, which is inputted or selected by operating personnel. 

Regarding claims 35, 36, and 38, figure 5 the fields are shown deactivated in a low- 
contrast color. 

Regarding claim 37, figures 4-8 show input or output fields that are graphical function 

keys. 

Regarding claim 38-41 and 43, the apparatus above also reads on a method of operating 
an electrophotographic printing or copying system. 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
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MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ryan Gleitz whose telephone number is (571) 272-2134. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday between 9:00AM and 6:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Arthur Grimley can be reached on (571) 272-2136. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 





Arthur T. Grimfcy 
Supervisory PatBrt Examiner 
Technology Center 2800 



